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Motivation
I) Environment and Human Health
Protection

which may entail risks for human health and the environment

Exposure 
to man 
and the 
environ-

ment

– at all 
stages of 
article life 

–

Chemicals 
in articles 

may 
cause



Motivation
II) Consumer Concerns

Source: Special Eurobarometer 416 (2014)



Motivation
III) REACH Regulation

ECHA 2016: “clear indications”

•that awareness about Art. 33(2) is
generally low

•that there is no adequate article
supply chain communication

Source: Report on the Operation of REACH and CLP 2016



Overall goal 

The Project LIFE
AskREACH (No. LIFE16
GIE/DE/000738) is
funded by the LIFE
Programme of the
European Union

Specific objectives 

Raising consumer 
awareness on SVHC in 

articles

Raising awareness and 
compliance of article 
suppliers on SVHC in 

articles and 
communication 

obligations under REACH

Facilitating 
communication on SVHC 
between consumers and 

companies

Initiating and guiding 
supply chain 

communication processes 
that finally aim at 

substituting SVHC in 
articles

•Enhance substitution of substances of very high concern (SVHC) in
articles by increasing the market demand for SVHC-free articles and
supporting industrial actors to identify SVHC in their articles and comply
with their information duties.



Project data

The Project LIFE
AskREACH (No. LIFE16
GIE/DE/000738) is
funded by the LIFE
Programme of the
European Union

•Coordinating Beneficiary: 
German Environment Agency, UBA

•Associated Beneficiaries: 
Agencies, institutions and NGOs from 
13 EU Member States

•Supporters: ECHA, several (competent)
authorities for chemicals, article suppliers,
chemical suppliers (CEFIC) …

•Duration: 01/09/2017 – 31/08/2022

Our partner countries, 
replication and transfer
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AskREACH (No. LIFE16
GIE/DE/000738) is
funded by the LIFE
Programme of the
European Union

Main activities 

Development of Europe-wide smartphone app
for consumers to launch REACH Art. 33 requests

Connection to European database with
information on SVHC in articles

Capacity building: Best practice supply chain
communication tool to be optimised and
promoted

Preparation, implementation, campaigning



Overview App

The Project LIFE
AskREACH (No. LIFE16
GIE/DE/000738) is
funded by the LIFE
Programme of the
European Union

•App will be easily adaptable to all 
languages.

•Consumers scan article barcodes to 
find out if articles contain SVHC.

•App will be connected to newly developed European database with 
information on SVHC in articles.

•If consumer scans an article barcode for which SVHC information is not 
yet in the database, an automatically generated SVHC request can 
be sent to the supplier.

•Consumers will be properly informed about legal background and set-up of 
app/database



Overview database

•Suppliers are invited to use the European database in order to 
organize their information duties in an efficient and customer 
friendly way.

•Bulk upload of article information will be possible.

•Barcode owners and retailers will be involved.

•Possibility to include proprietary barcodes of companies.

•If new SVHC are included in the REACH candidate list, suppliers will 
be asked to (bulk-) update their SVHC information, otherwise 
they will receive new consumer requests.

•Waste Framework Directive revision adopted by the E.U. Council 
(22.05.18) Ą Establishment of a database (ECHA) (Art.9) Ą
Obligatory upload of SVHC related article information

The Project LIFE
AskREACH (No. LIFE16
GIE/DE/000738) is
funded by the LIFE
Programme of the
European Union



Every “supplier of an article” transfers the 
data set to the next step in the supply 

chain. Thus, finally, brands/retailers are in 
the position to fulfil their obligations 

under Article 33(2) REACH accurately 
for every individual article.

The data is consolidated in each step of 
the production process.

All actors in the supply chains feed data 
on materials and all substances used for 

article components into a database. 

Tool for companies:
Supply chain communication

•Selection (and adaptation)
of the best practice tool.

•IT solutions: Material
Data Systems (MDS)
requiring suppliers to
provide full material
disclosure.

•About 15 companies are
invited to use the tool in a
stepwise approach where
article and supply chain
complexity will increase
with each step.

•Testing the tool +
training/support (free of
cost during project term)

The Project LIFE
AskREACH (No. LIFE16
GIE/DE/000738) is
funded by the LIFE
Programme of the
European Union



Company 
campaigns 

(Feb. 2018-Feb. 2022)

•Raising awareness, motivation
and enabling

•Information provision (active
approach) + events

•Supply chain communication
training

•Random article tests

•Awards

Consumer
campaigns 

(April 2019-Feb. 2022)

•“Your right to know”

•Raising awareness, motivation



Expected project outcome

The Project LIFE
AskREACH (No. LIFE16
GIE/DE/000738) is
funded by the LIFE
Programme of the
European Union

•Ca. 3 million app downloads

•Ca. 30 million SVHC requests

•30% of consumers aware of SVHC

•90% of suppliers compliant 

•Decline in sales of SVHC articles

•1000 articles redesigned as SVHC-free

•Ca. 400 events (info days, seminars and 
trainings) Europe-wide



Are you interested to support or 
receive more information?

The Project LIFE
AskREACH (No. LIFE16
GIE/DE/000738) is
funded by the LIFE
Programme of the
European Union

•You can visit our website: www.askreach.eu

•Contacts in German Environment Agency (UBA):

Eva Becker

Ioannis Dosis

E-mail us: askreach@uba.de

http://www.askreach.eu/
mailto:askreach@uba.de


Thank you very much for your
attention!

https://itunes.apple.com/de/app/scan4chem/id1205416098
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=de.uba.scan4chem

https://itunes.apple.com/de/app/scan4chem/id1205416098
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=de.uba.scan4chem

